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“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God is love, and those who
abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.” --1 John 4:7,8,16b

This newsletter article is an adaptation from the sermon | preached on Saturday, August 27.

Have you ever heard the Good News that “God loves you?” Of course you have! Now let me ask a
harder question: When is the last time you actually felt the love of God?

That can be much harder question to answer, can’t it? Maybe you’ve never really felt the love of
God!

Or maybe you have...but it has come to you in “indirect” ways as tangible expressions of God’s
love, rather than a direct experience of God’s love itself. Perhaps you were in great need, and you
prayed for help, and God answered your prayer...and in that answer you realized that God loves you.

Or perhaps you were moved deeply by some song or piece of music, or you were touched by a
sunset or a walk in the woods and you were overcome by the sheer beauty of the moment, and you
were thankful to be alive...and in that moment you realized that God loves you. Experiencing the love
of God indirectly through God’s loving acts is certainly a good thing!

Or perhaps you have experienced God’s love indirectly through the love of another. The 15t epistle
of John certainly ties our human love to God'’s love that lives in us and is expressed through our love.

But | want to return to my original question: when is the last time you actually felt the love of God—
directly. Is that even possible?

My answer would be yes, it is possible. If there is a God, and if our faith tradition is correct about the
character and nature of God, then yes, it is possible to feel God’s love directly; without mediation of
any kind.

So if you have ever felt the love of God directly, when did you feel it last? Has it been a while? Has
it been a long while?

| think it is pretty obvious we humans collectively haven’t been feeling the direct love of God very
much, or the world wouldn’t look and feel the way it does. And on a personal note, it has been a while
since | have felt that love as well. Earlier this week | was feeling pretty emotionally churned up, and in
a moment of clarity | realized that if | would only open myself to God and completely surrender to
God—much like jumping in the ocean and not even trying to stay afloat—I would find the peace | was
missing!

But much like jumping into the ocean and not even trying to stay afloat...my instincts held me back.
| have spoken more than once about our deep, almost instinctual and subconscious fear of
surrendering to God because we fear we will be lost, and again that feeling was very present when |
leaned into surrendering to God. | just couldn’t do it, which brought an ache to my heart...

But also a greater appreciation of how it is that something as natural and life-giving as opening
ourselves to God and experiencing God’s love directly...is such a rarity for our species.

Then | stumbled across this quote from pastor Fred Beuchner, who once wrote this: “The Final
Secret, | think, is this: that the words “You shall love the Lord your God’ become in the end, less a
command, than a promise.”

Think about that quote for a moment. Fred is telling us that there will come a day when we will have
the courage, the wisdom, and the deep desire to stop fighting against God, stop fearing God, stop
postponing the inevitable and just surrender to God and let God in completely, holding nothing
back...and in that moment of surrender we shall know God’s love, directly and totally; we will know
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the love that is in us, directly and totally; and we will do the most natural thing, the most compelling
thing, the most needful thing in our lives:

we will join our lives to God’s cosmic life,

we will align our minds to God’s cosmic mind,

and our hearts will be filled with all the deep feelings of God’s cosmic heart!

For we will at last know our destiny and purpose in this life: to stop fighting God and return to God,
and then live our lives out of this life-transforming revelation. To my mind THIS is the human species’
alpha and omega; this is our goal and highest good! Yet what is ironic is that as adults we make such
an ordeal out of this, yet children do it all the time, naturally and effortlessly. Haven’t you noticed how
children can play in the sunshine and let the cosmic goodwill that is all around them fill their souls?
You know this is true because you can hear it in their laughter, and see it in their shining smiles! Can
you remember that feeling of childhood when all of Life felt like it was a gift, and all was well, and the
very sky and earth radiated wellbeing and love to you?

And yet as we grow older we lose that ability to surrender and allow God’s love to flow in, and our
love to flow out. Somewhere along the way we became afraid of that feeling...even as we have
become afraid of just about everything else.

We become afraid of God, and our traditions have helped with that—with their preaching of a
fearful, angry, petty, ugly God...a judgmental God; a punishing God. And in turning away from God,
and God’s love, we choose a substitute. We become enamored of our own selves alone and begin to
see ourselves alone as our highest good. We wallow in our own power and misery, and we bury the
forgotten love song of God deep down inside us where it still haunts us, even though we try to drown
it out. And so we go begging for love from any other source than God, and the world we have created
by our separation from God screams back to us that there is no God! For how could the world be as it
is; how could we be as we are...if there were a God? If there were a “loving“ God?

Is it any surprise that we find ourselves exactly where we are today? We are awash in troubles,
living in a world in need of change, and yet afraid to surrender to our very present help in trouble and
find our peace and our new life in God’s cosmic love. Friends, this need not be!

And so today would be a good day to put down the phone, shut off the tv, and give some thought to
the question: when IS the last time | felt God’s love?

Today would be a good day to let go of a whole lot of things, to just LET GO, and have a good cry,
or beat your fists against a wall, or shout and scream and get some of the garbage out of you so you
can let some of God in you!

Today would be a good day to pray from your heart and start a real conversation with a real
Presence who loves you, and is always here for you!

Today would be a good day to remember the last time you did feel God’s love, and then hold onto
that feeling as you remind yourself that this love is not to be feared, but cherished!

And today would be a good day to reclaim the core of our faith: God is love, and we are loved, and
we are joined to God through our shared love... a love that will satisfy our restless hearts AND
change this world into a place where love is cherished, honored, and welcomed!

May it be so, with God help! —Pastor Craig

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS Church Staff
M 8 am -1 pm Rev. Craig Blaufuss, Pastor
Office: 832-2232  Cell 297-4316

T 9am-1pm Pastor’'s email: revcraigblaufuss@gmail.com
W 8 am — 4:30 pm Michele Omvig: Admin. Assist. 269-7210

. Church’s e-mail: administrative.office@fcuccwec.org
Th 8 am —4:30 pm Dale Olson: Stephen Ministry Ldr 839-5619
F 9am-1pm Melissa Hindt: Organist 712-351-1074

Curt/Lorraine McCoskey: Cust’'s. 832-5341
Tracy Wehrhan: Church Treasurer 297-0370
Dale Olson: Financial Secretary 839-5619
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BUDGETS DUE SEPTEMBER 15

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
1 - Sunshine Duffy
6 - Debra Carlson
7 - Brandon Lahr
8 - Vada Rae Williams
9 - Robbie Maass
16 - Morgan Struchen
20 - Mary Byrne
26 - Kayla Nelson
28 - Dena Rohmiller
30 - Mark Brim

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
1 - Ron & Laurie Epps

1 - Travis & Stacy Wearda
14 — Mark and Susan Andrew
18 - Les & Leanna Ploeger
18 - Jim & Cindy Henning

19 - Landen & Betty Ploeger

Parish Nurse News

After school munchies -

e pre-washed vegetables such as baby
carrots, celery, slices of red, green. or yellow
peppers.

e whole grain cereal with yogurt or nonfat milk

o applesauce or any fruit packed with its own

syrup

apple slices with peanut butter for dipping

baked chips or pretzels

air popped popcorn

trail mix made with nuts and raisins

pack of raisins

a banana

orange cut in quarters

Scholarships

Here are the plans for some of our scholarship
recipients.

Kylie Crystal; Kansas State University, 2nd year
vet medicine

Connor Crystal; Dunwoody Technical School,
learning to be an electrician

Brynne Crystal; University of Wisconsin;
Superior; education; specializing in special
education

Ben Sterler; Palmer School of Chiropractic,
Davenport, IA

Women'’s Fellowship Executive Board meets
Wednesday, September 7 at 10:00 am.
Circles start meeting again.

Plymouth September 8 at 1:30

Providence September 9 at 5:30

Haystack September 21 at 7:00 (note this is
correct, it was changed to accommodate
schedules)

THRIFT SALE

Friday, Sept. 30, 2022

Women'’s Fellowship will be conducting their
semi-annual Thrift Sale.

Wed. Sept. 28 & Thurs. Sept. 29 - Drop Off
Donations & Set-Up.

NO - large items or furniture, but you can send
a picture of the item and your name, phone #,
and price. It will be posted on a board for
people to see and call you.

Remember items should be clean, complete,
and in good repair.

Workers can sign-up in Fellowship Hall or at
your circle meeting. All church members
are encouraged to sign-up.

Contact Cindy Henning at 297-0422 or
jbhfam@mchsi.com with questions.

Thank you for your donations and help making
this fundraiser a success.

Cindy Henning

Rally Day is September 11! Save the date!
Rally day is Sunday, September 11, beginning
at 9:00 with games for kids of all ages in the
vacant lot. We will gather together for a Rally
Day worship service at 10 a.m., and following
the service we will enjoy a church pot-luck
dinner in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to
share; beverages and table service will be
provided.

Adult Education Resumes September 18
Adult Education will return to First
Congregational beginning September 18 in the
multipurpose room of the church. Class time will
begin at 9:00 a.m., and we will end the session
at 9:45 a.m. Due to Pastor Craig’s upcoming
surgery we will not begin our first multi-week



study until he has recovered and returned to
teach, then we begin to study a timely, highly
controversial and emotional topic: abortion. Join
us as we thoughtfully, carefully, and respectfully
seek greater understanding of this complex
subject as a gathered group of concerned
Christians.

KLAB Begins THURSDAY, September 15
Another year of Kids Learning About the Bible
is about to begin! Due to the number of early
dismissals from school scheduled on
Wednesdays this year, for 2022-2023 KLAB will
meet THURSDAYS after school from 3:20-5
p.m. for games, snacks, Bible lessons and other
activities. KLAB is open to students grades 1-4.
Registration forms are being sent out in this
newsletter and will be available in Fellowship
Hall. We are also looking for volunteers to
provide snacks. There is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board in fellowship hall if you would like
to donate.

KLAB+ Begins THURSDAY, September 15
What do you do when you are too old for
KLAB? Join KLAB+! KLAB+ is for students
going into 5™ grade and above who are too old
for KLAB but want to continue learning and
growing in the Christian faith. Pastor Craig, Wil
Groves, and Patty Gescheidler will lead the
class, and we will meet together with KLAB for
free time and snacks before and heading to our
own class for discussions of timely topics and
working on service projects for our church and
community. Registration forms are being sent
out in this newsletter and will be available in
Fellowship Hall.

Beacon of Hope

We will once again serve a meal to the people
at Beacon. September 27 is the date, please
have your items to the church by Sunday,
September 25. Sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.

Thanks!

+Thank you so much for your very generous
gift! It will help me transition into my first year at
the University of Wisconsin Superior to play
soccer and basketball and study special
education!

Brynne Crystal

+Thank you for selecting me to receive the
Helen Poole and Helen Johnson scholarships.

This will be a great help in continuing my
college education. | appreciate the support of
the church over the years.

Jackson Leman

+Thank you very much for the generous
scholarship. It will help me tremendously this
year as | continue my schooling at K-State Vet
school. Entering my second year is very
intimidating but I'm ready to take it on. Your
help to me is greatly appreciated.

Thank you, Kylie Crystal

+Thank you for the fundraiser you had to
support the food pantries in Hamilton County.
We appreciate the monetary gift very much.
Blessings, food pantry workers: Karen, Olivia,
Renie, Ruth and Jill

+Thanks a bunch for remembering the staff if
Hamilton County Public Health! The brownie
sundaes were great.

The staff of HCPH

Fundraiser

Mainstreet Morning Kiwanis Homecoming Chili
Supper will be held Friday, September 15, from
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Webster City High
School. All you can eat chili, cinnamon roll,
cookie and drink. Adults $8.00, children under
12 $4.00, preschool and under are free.
Proceeds support school activities and
scholarships.

UCC Annual Meeting

This year's meeting will take place in Sioux City,
lowa on October 9-11. Contact Joyce if you are
interested in being a delegate.



Treasurer’s Report

INCOME July YEAR TO DATE
Pledges and Offerings $21,940.00 $110,705.52
Other Income 0.00 .00
TOTAL INCOME $21,940.00 $110,705.52
EXPENSES

Outreach and Mission 1,416.67 $9,916.65
Pastoral Services 8,046.50 57,188.90
Maintenance and Repairs 2,228.03 24,180.19
Church Office 2,675.00 20,358.94
Music Ministry 340.05 2,555.35
Christian Education 0.00 38.79
Local Ministry 0.00 539.98
Misc. Expenses 0.00 903.97
TOTAL EXPENSES $14,706.25 $115,682.77

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Webster City, lowa
Cabinet Meeting held on August 9, 2022

Members Present:

Moderator: Joyce Gelhaus Pastor: Craig Blaufuss
Vice Moderator: Wil Groves Trustees: Nick Oberender
Finance Sec.: Dale Olson Women’s Fellowship: Joyce Gelhaus
Finance : Tracy Wehrhan Mission: Gayle Olson
Staff/Parish: Holly Riemenschneider Worship: Curt McCoskey
Christian Ed: Vicki Blaufuss Evangelism:

Treasurer: Tracy Wehrhan Clerk: Stephanie Hill

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by the Moderator, Joyce Gelhaus in Fellowship Hall. Pastor
Craig opened the meeting with a devotional and prayer. Wil Groves moved and Vicki Blaufuss seconded
a motion that the minutes be approved as printed in the church newsletter. The motion passed.

Board and Committee Summaries:

Treasurer’s Report: July offerings exceeded expenses by about $4,700.00. To date the offerings and

expenses are in line with the budget. Tracy Wehrhan moved and Dale Olson seconded a motion that the
report be put to audit. The motion passed. Finance Board: Scholarship Sunday was held on July 31.
Board budgets are due September 15. A CD came due and was reinvested at a better interest rate.
Christian Education: A reception was held for Hailey Brim after her confirmation on August 7, 2022.
Rally Day is planned for September 11. Evangelism: No report. Mission: A check for the funds raised
from the Brownie Sundae Drive-Thru was presented to Enhance Hamilton County. The funds will be
matched and sent to the Food Pantry. Planning for the next Beacon of Hope meal is underway for the
month of September. Pastor Eric and Annette Howard are no longer with the Beacon of Hope. The fixings
for Brownie Sundays were delivered to Public Health personnel on August 4, 2022 as a gesture. Shelby
Kroona said it was appreciated. Please see the Pastor's Report for information about the Angel Tree.
Mission Board will discuss this at their next meeting. Fall clean-up and/or Climate Change Awareness will
also be discussed. The wildflowers given out earlier this year are growing and attracting butterflies as
intended. Relay for Life was held during Watermelon Days in Stanhope this year. It was poorly attended,
which has prompted a meeting in August on whether to keep it or not. Staff/Parish: No report.
Trustees: The church is being wired for Platinum Connect. Landscaping was done at a cost of
$1,203.00; an electric panel will be installed costing $2,000. The nursery and Sunday school room need
deep-cleaned. The sanctuary projectors need evaluated. The double doors at the main entrance were
difficult to open for the wedding. That door along with the NE, NW doors and the east door will need Sean



Moran to evaluate and repair. Women’s Fellowship: The Women’s Fellowship booklets are almost
finished. Worship: Has not met for a couple of months. There are videos available for service when
Pastor Craig is gone. Pastor’s Report: Pastor Craig participated in the “Faith at the Fair” on July 24.
Hailey Brim was confirmed on August 7 with a nice reception afterward. Pastor Craig will be in Burlington,
lowa on August 14 and has prepared a video sermon for Sunday. The Chase Berhow / Carlee Yates
wedding was held August 6 at UCC. WCMA Summer Lunch Program has ended and the Ministerium is
receiving feedback, a discussion will follow. Rally Day is September 11 beginning at 9:00am. KLAB will
begin again on Wednesday, September 14. Adult Education will resume Sunday, September 18 with a
discussion of abortion. Regarding the Angel Tree — please see Pastor Craig’s report below.

Old Business:

Constitution Committee: The committee is reviewing the changes/recommendations.

Emergency Plan: Pastor Craig put 4 video services together to use in case of his sudden absence.
New Business:

Pastor Craig Update: Pastor Craig will be hospitalized for a lobectomy on August-26 September 19 and
remain there for about 5-7 days to recover. He has prepared several video sermons to be used in his
absence. The baptisms scheduled for August 27 of the Kennedy children may have to be rescheduled.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm.

Next meeting is September 13, 2022 at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall.

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie Hill

Church Clerk

BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

MISSION BOARD Meeting held June 16, 2022

OLD BUSINESS June Food Pantry: Donations are still coming in. This is presently a good amount of

donations. Beacon of Hope: Food for 35 people was prepared, but only 25 attended. The dish was well
liked. Some deserts from the funeral were served. There were 4 servers. Brownie Sundae Drive-thru:
We reviewed what was needed; mostly the pickle jar needed a sign. We felt we had enough volunteers
to serve. Strengthen the Church: $295 has been collected so far.

NEW BUSINESS July Beacon of Hope meal: Andrea M. volunteered to lead this. No date set until she
confirms her work schedule. Summer Lunch Program: A survey went out to church members to gauge
interest in providing meals for this program. No one expressed interest. The Church of Christ did a meal
on June 6™ and served 30. Asbury UMC is scheduled for the week of July 4 and the week of August 1.
Angel Tree Project: This project has had several leads in the past and now, is this something the
churches should take over. Backpack Program: Maybe will happen this fall. Relay for Life: will be held
during Watermelon Days. There will be a lunch in the park for survivors.

Next meeting will be July 14, 2022 at 2:00pm.

MISSION BOARD Meeting held July 14, 2022
OLD BUSINESS Brownie Sundae: We raised $1542.00. A check will be cut and presented to Darcy

Swon to Enhance Hamilton County. EHC will match our donation. Food Drive: Enough donations were
received for 13 compete birthday bags. They were delivered by Andrea Mosbach and Gayle Olson.
NEW BUSINESS: July Beacon of Hope meal: All slots of the sign-up sheet are filled except for 1 cook.
The meal will be cooked, delivered and served on July 27, 2022. Note: Annette and Eric Howard are no
longer at Beacon of Hope. Hospital/Public Health Awareness: Discussion was held about who to
recognize next in the community. The number of hospital personnel is a bit more than we can handle so
we decided to treat the Public Health personnel with ice cream sundaes on August 4, 2022 at 2:00pm.
Sherry will supply bowls, spoons and napkins; Gayle will do her jellyroll pan of brownies; Andrea will do
blond brownies; | will do ice cream and Karin will deliver the treats. There approximately 19 employees.
The Angel Tree: The Ministerium will be contacted by Kay Ross to see if the churches can sponsor the
tree. Environmental: Discussed the possibility of a fall clean-up, a crop walk or butterfly garden and little
forests for this fall. An environmental group called Goldilocks is in the process of forming so we may get
ideas from them or cooperate with them on a project. Also discussed was possibly sponsoring
replacement trees for the ash trees that are devastated by the ash borer. At this time, we don’t know if
the county or city is offering tree replacements. Lotus: The store has moved Y2 block west of 2" Street.
There are apartments above the shop that are being rehabilitated. There may be something we could




help with. ADVO Cats: A new cat rescue facility has opened in town next to the Yes Way on 2™ Street.
Eligible owners can bring cats for spaying and neutering at no cost.

Next meeting is August 11, 2022 at 2:pm at UCC.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD OLD BUSINESS The KLAB students received personalized
certificates of participation on the last day of the class on May 18. Confirmation for Haley Brim will be held
on August 7, 2022. The Board will provide the following: Wil — 4 doz. Cupcakes, Vicki - mints, nuts,
corsage, Dawn — lemonade, Pastor Craig - red paper plates and napkins, gift for confirmand

Baptism of Maggie Kennedy’s 3 children will be held on Saturday August 27 at 5:00 P.M.

The youth Lock-In has been put on hold until possibly the Fall.

NEW BUSINESS Rally Day — Sept. 11 Kids games and activities begin at 9:00 A.M. Candy Scramble —
Pastor Craig, Games — Curt McCoskey and Lori Epps, Cupcake Walk — cupcakes 3 doz. — Dawn, music-
Sonsallas, Poster — Patty, Worship Service at 10:00 A.M., Potluck meal (congregation asked to bring a
dish to share) — Following Worship Service, Board will provide beverages and place settings.

KLAB — begins Sept. 14, 2022 This year it will be broken up into 2 classes, younger and an
older. Vicki and Susan — younger group. Pastor Craig and Wil/Patty — older group

Postcards will be sent out to all the youth in the Church inviting them to come to KLAB.

Board members signed up to bring KLAB snacks: Sept. 14 — Dawn. Sept. 21 — Susan. Oct. 26 —
Patty

Adult Ed — begins Sept 18 @ 9:00 A.M. A discussion was held on starting youth Sunday School.
Pastor Craig will talk with potential teachers.

There will be no Confirmation class starting in the Fall.

PASTOR’S CABINET REPORTWorship: | participated in the “Faith at the Fair” ecumenical worship
service on July 24 at 9:30am. 4 pastors shared short messages on the topic “Why Jesus?”, and there
were about 100 in attendance for that event. On August 7t we confirmed Hailey Brim, and it was a nice
celebration. I will be absent August 14 in order to preach in my home church, and so that Sunday we will
have a video sermon. | have also prepared 4 worship services with embedded video sermons to be used
in case of my absence. Our last Saturday Evening service will be held August 27, and during that service
| will baptize 3 of Maggie and Joel Kenney’s children.

Wedding: Chase Berhow and Carlee Yates were married in our sanctuary August 6. This was our first
church wedding sans our wedding coordinators but the bridal party took care of their own needs so all
was well. Thanks to Gayle Olson for being our sound technician!

WCMA Summer Lunch Program update: The summer lunch program has now ended a week early as
no one signed up to finish off the program. The number of attendees varied over the weeks; the WCMA
will discuss the program and make decisions regarding its future.

Rally Day: Plans are afoot to hold another Rally Day the Sunday after Labor Day (Sept.11). We will start
at 9 am in the vacant lot next to the church, with games for the kids. We will worship together at 10 a.m.,
the following worship we will enjoy a potluck meal!

Resuming CE Programming: KLAB will begin their fall programming on Thursday, September 15. This
year we will divide into two smaller groups with the older students in one class led by Wil Groves, Patty
Gescheidler, and myself and the younger in a class lead by Vicki and Susan Meinders. We will again ask
for volunteers to bring in treats! Adult Ed will resume Sunday, September 18.

WCMA and the Angel Tree Program: a group of pastors and church reps met with Kay Ross of HERO
who has been the lead coordinator of the Angel Tree Christmas Gift program. After considerable
discussion the WCMA decided we would take this project over and divide the “angels” among Trinity
ELCA, St Paul, Asbury UMC, Faith UMC, St Thomas, Webster City Church of Christ, and First
Congregational. We anticipate at least 300 “angels”, and the angels at each church are not intended to be
taken only by church members—the public will be informed that these churches will have angels available
for them to choose from. After discussion the decision was made not to include an income cap on the
application in order to determine eligibility. Applications will be made available from Oct 1-Oct. 31. UDMO
will handle processing the applications, and applications will be available at UDMO, Public Health, ACE
and the Lutheran food pantries. Nov. 3 will be a work afternoon for the WCMA to make the angels for the
trees; gifts will need to be back at the church where the tag was picked up from by Dec. 3, and gift pick up
by angel families will be Sunday, Dec. 11 at the respective churches (afternoon). The Mission Board will
shepherd this project at our church, but we will need volunteers to help!

The breakdown of my ministry since July 12:

Worship services led:11; Christian Ed: 0; Meetings:6; Visitation :12 Wedding: 1



KLAB and KLAB +
2022-2023

Name

Home Address
Birth Date

Age (as of Sept 1)
Grade in School (as of Sept 1)
Parents Name

Address

Home Phone

Cell Phone

Email address

Food Allergies

Emergency Contact (not a parent)

Name

Phone

(Yes/No) I give permission for pictures/videos of my child to be
shared on First Congregational’s website, Facebook page, and in
the newspaper.

(Yes/No) | give permission for my child to be transported by
authorized volunteers for field trips and other activities during the
program year.

(Yes/No) | give permission for adult leaders to text my child and
myself.

Please complete and return to First Congregational UCC, 1000
Willson Ave by Thursday September 15
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First Congregational United Church of Christ
1000 Willson Avenue
Webster City, IA 50595

Address Service Requested

God is still speaking
to everyone in the home of:

9 SEPTEMBER

2022



